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Sec. 17-7. - Removal of snow, ice from sidewalks.

Every person owning or occupying any land fronting upon any sidewalk within the city shall, within four (4) 

hours of daylight immediately following the cessation of any fall of snow, or accumulation of ice thereon, 

cause the same to be removed, so that travel upon said sidewalk shall not be obstructed, dangerous or 

inconvenient, and upon failure so to do within the time limit, shall be punished as provided in Section 1-7. 

After the expiration of the time limit as aforesaid, if such snow and ice shall not have been removed, the 

superintendent of highways or his designee shall cause the same to be removed at the expense of such 

owner or occupier, such expense to be recovered from either the owner or occupier in an action brought in 

the name of the city. 

Every person, firm, corporation, association or partnership owning any land fronting on any sidewalk within 

the City of Danbury shall be responsible for the maintenance and repair of said sidewalk. The 

superintendent of highways or his designee may issue an order to any such owner requiring him to repair 

any sidewalk abutting his property within such period of time as is specified in said order. If the owner of any 

such property fails to comply with a proper order of the superintendent of highways or his designee, the 

superintendent of highways shall cause repairs as specified to be made at the expense of such owner, such 

expense may be recovered from the owner of said abutting property in an action brought in the name of the 

City of Danbury. 

All lawful expenses incurred by the City of Danbury by virtue of subsection 17-7(a) or 17-7(b) shall accrue 

interest at a rate of twelve (12) per cent per annum and shall be a lien upon the premises adjoining such 

walk provided that the superintendent of highways shall cause a certificate of lien to be recorded in the town 

clerk's office within sixty (60) days of the completion of any necessary repair or removal authorized herein. 

Pursuant to the provisions of Public Act 81-340 and notwithstanding the provisions of Section 13a-149 of the 

General Statutes or any other General Statute or Special Act, the City of Danbury shall not be liable to any 

person injured in person or property caused by the presence of ice or snow on a public sidewalk unless the 

City of Danbury is the owner or person in possession and control of land abutting such sidewalk. The 

provisions hereof shall not relieve the City of Danbury from any liability imposed by law resulting from its 

affirmative acts with respect to such sidewalk. 

The owner or person in possession and control of land abutting a public sidewalk shall have the same duty 

of care with respect to the presence of ice or snow on such sidewalk toward the portion of the sidewalk 

abutting his property as the City of Danbury had prior to the effective date hereof and shall be liable to 

persons injured in person or property where a breach of said duty is the proximate cause of such injury. 

No action to recover damages for injury to the person or to property caused by the presence of ice or snow 

on a public sidewalk against the person who owns or is in possession and control of land abutting a public 

sidewalk shall be brought but within two (2) years from the date when the injury is first sustained. 

No person shall place or cause to be placed any snow, ice, sand or debris that obstructs, may obstruct or 

otherwise interfere with safe passage upon, or otherwise interfere with the regular and proper maintenance 

or drainage of any street, road, public highway, sidewalk or other public property in the city. 

Any Danbury Police Officer or the director of public works or his designee, shall be authorized to issue 

citations providing for penalties of ninety dollars ($90.00) per violation for violations of this section. 

(Code 1925, § 175; Ord. No. 263, 11-20-80; Ord. No. 286, 10-5-82; Ord. No. 694, 12-2-08) 
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